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Welcome to Nursery- Little Gems!





Welcome Parents, Carers and Children!
A warm welcome to you all! We are very excited for you to start your learning journey with us at Hillcrest Early Years Academy! Included in this letter is information about Little Gems, the staff, the daily routine and helpful information. 
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Miss Swan is the apprentice in Nursery. She supports Mr Wilson and helps to create fun and creative provision for the children to play. 
Interesting Fact: Miss Swan is amazing at Football! 

Mr Wilson
Mr Wilson is the Nursery Teacher. He ensures all of the children have lots of fun whilst they learn at Hillcrest. 
Interesting Fact: Mr Wilson does not like anything that foes fast, aeroplanes, cars or fun fair rides! 

Miss Penfield
Miss Penfield is the Teaching assistant in Nursery. She supports Mr Wilson and helps to create fun and creative provision for the children to play. 
Interesting Fact: Miss Penfield is an adrenaline junkie, she loves rollercoasters!


The Nursery curriculum is taught both in the indoor and outdoor environments. We aim to play outside as much as possible and in all weathers. We have so much fun doing lots of different activities such as; making friends, building, speaking to each other, making up games, singing songs, dressing up, counting, being creative and most important of all, dancing!
Daily Routines
When the children first come to Nursery, the routine is very flexible depending on the needs of the children. However, a normal day will consist of carpet time (including register and welcome songs), choosing time, snack and then home time. As the year goes on, more things are added, such as Phonics and Maths times. In everything that we do in Nursery, there is a learning element, but the children won’t even know that they are learning as they will be having so much fun!
Things to know about Nursery 
· All uniform must be clearly labelled. This includes jumpers, t-shirts, shoes, trousers, skirts, shorts, even socks if possible. Anything that they children will be wearing to Nursery and may take off. 
· Your child will not need to bring a book bag. Mr Wilson may introduce books during the Spring or Summer Terms. You can either use a bookbag or any bag from home. He will communicate this with you beforehand. 
· They will not need to bring a water bottle or snack with them, drinks and snacks are provided at Nursery.
· They will not need to bring a PE kit to begin with. We will inform you with plenty of notice when this will be needed. 
· If your child has recently been toilet trained and you feel they may have an accident, please send a clearly labelled bag or rucksack with spare clothes, socks and underwear and wet wipes. 
Things to help your child get ready for Nursery
· Encourage independence – Encourage them to dress and undress themselves, especially putting on their coat. If they are staying all day and will be eating a packed lunch, please practice using the lunchbox and ensure they are able to open and close any boxes or bags that you are putting their food in. Please encourage your child to begin using the toilet rather than a potty. 
· Develop speaking and listening skills – encourage the understanding that when an adult speaks, your child should listen and try not to shout out or speak over you. This is a very hard concept for such small children but any encouragement and support with this from home would help. 
· Name recognition – any support with this at home is much appreciated. If your child can recognise their name, they will be able to find their peg and their clothing items that are labelled. Expose your child to their name in print form as often as you can and give them lots of opportunities to find their name. You could write their name down and create a game of ‘find your name’. Any way to make it fun is great!
· Allow your child to discuss Nursery with you. Walk or drive past school if you can and encourage them to talk about it. Be positive as much as you can. We understand that it can be very stressful for both you and your child when you leave them at Nursery, but the more positive you are, the better it will be for your child. 
· Other things that can help are; singing nursery rhymes, reading stories and sharing books, counting, colour recognition, mark making on large bits of paper, practicing dressing and undressing, practicing using the toilet independently and lots of opportunities to explore outside and look at plants and animals. 

Most of all, have lots of fun!
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