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Structured using Development Matters guidance and aligned with the Early Years Foundation Stage principles
1. Four Key EYFS Themes 
A Unique Child
At Hillcrest we recognize each child’s individuality 
Positive Relationships 
Our key workers create sensitive, responsive and quality interactions 
Enabling Environments 
In Little Treasures, we create a rich, supportive and calm learning space where children feel safe
Learning and Development 
Our Learning and Development is centred around the characteristics of effective learning 
· Playing and Exploring 
· Active Learning 
· Creating and thinking critically 
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2. Our curriculum (split into 3 age bands linked with the developmental pathways)

	9-12 Months

	Physical
	Communication, Listening and Understanding 
	Literacy
	Maths
	UTW
	EAD
	Social-Emotional
	Play

	Gross Motor
-Sit without support. 
-Begin to crawl in different ways and directions.
- Pull themselves upright and bouncing in preparation for walking.
-Stamp to music

Fine Motor
-Developing a pincer grip (Pick up something small with their thumb and finger, such as a piece of string)
-Transferring objects hand to hand 
-Reach out for objects 
-Clap to music
	-Turning towards familiar sounds 
-Babbling 
-saying ‘mama/dada’
-Starting to imitate sounds 
-Making eye contact for longer periods 
-Watch someone’s face as they talk
-Copying facial expressions and movements 
-Make sounds to get attention in different ways (crying when hungry or unhappy, making gurgling sounds, laughing, cooing)
-Can choose between 2 objects (12 months)

	-Turning into songs and rhymes and paying attention
-join in with songs and rhymes, copying sounds, rhythms, tunes and tempo
	-Combine objects like stacking blocks and cups
-Puts objects inside of others and takes them out again. 
	- Repeat actions that have an effect. 
-Explore materials with different properties. 
-Explore natural materials, indoors and outside.
	-Show attention to sounds and music.
 -Respond emotionally and physically to music when it changes.
-Move and dance to music. 
-Anticipate phrases and actions in rhymes and  songs, like ‘Peepo’.
-Explore their voices and enjoy making sounds.
	-Shows attachment to caregivers (may experience stranger anxiety)
-Find ways to calm themselves (seeking comfort)
-Starting to establish a sense of self 

	-Explores sensory toys 
-Beginning to use hands and mouth to learn 





	12-18 Months

	Physical
	Communication, Listening and Understanding
	Literacy
	Maths
	UTW
	EAD
	Social-Emotional
	Play

	Gross Motor 
-Starting to take tentative steps, climbing, pulling to stand

Fine Motor 
-Simple stacking (large blocks ect)
-Scribbling 
	-Vocabulary starting to expand 
-Reach or point to something while making sounds or one word 
- Using single words during play 
-Copying gestures and words 
-Using intonation, pitch and changing volume when ‘talking’. 
-Can say 10 words (15 months)
-Can say 20 clear words (18 months)
understand lots of different single words and some two-word phrases, such as “give me” or “shoes on”? (18 months)
-
	-Say some words in songs and rhymes 
-Copy finger movements and other gestures 
-Sing songs and say rhymes independently- for example signing while playing
-Repeats words from familiar stories
	-Takes part in fingers rhymes with numbers 

	- Explore and respond to different natural phenomena in their setting.
-Explore materials with different properties. 
-Explore natural materials, indoors and outside.
	-Join in with songs and rhymes, making some sounds. -Make rhythmical and repetitive sounds. 
-Explore a range of soundmakers and instruments and play them in different ways.
-Start to make marks intentionally. 
-Explore paint, using fingers and other parts of their bodies as well as brushes and other tools.
	-starting to show preferences 
-Become increasingly curious about the world around them 
-Becomes shy around strangers 

	-Early pretend play
-using objects to represent others
-Using single words during play  






	


















	18-24 Months

	Physical
	Communication, Listening and Understanding 
	Literacy
	Maths
	UTW
	EAD
	Social-Emotional
	Play

	Gross Motor
-Starting to run with increased success 
-Can kick 
-Climbing confidently 
-Starting to jump
 
Fine Motor 
-Can stack up to 6 blocks 
-Can use a spoon 
-Building with intent 
	-beginning to put 2-3 words together to make themselves understood ‘more milk’. 
-Can use up to 50 words (2 years)
-Can understand more words than they can say (between 200- 500) by 2 years. 
-Can understand simple instructions familiar to them ‘Can you get your hat?’ (2 years)
Can name familiar body parts
	-Enjoys sharing books with an adult
-Pays attention and responds to the pictures of the words 
-Has favourite books and seeks them out 
-Repeats words and phrases from familiar stories 
-Enjoys drawing freely
	-Reacts to changes of amount in a group of up to 3 items 
-Compare amounts by saying ‘lots’ or ‘more’. 
-Developing counting like behaviours such as sounds, pointing or saying some numbers 
	-Notice differences between people.
-Use all their senses in hands-on exploration of natural materials.
-Explore collections of materials with similar and/or different properties.
	-Express ideas and feelings through making marks, and sometimes give a meaning to the marks they make.
-Enjoy and take part in action songs, such as ‘Twinkle, Twinkle Little Star’.
-Start to develop pretend play, pretending that one object represents another. For example, a child holds a wooden block to her ear and pretends it’s a phone.
	Beginning cooperative play with peers and adults
Expressing emotions 
Asserting independence 
-See themselves as a separate person
Begin to show ‘effortful control’. For example, waiting for a turn and resisting the strong impulse to grab what they want or push their way to the front.
	Realistic pretend play increases
Child imitates adults 
Enjoys role play 




















3. Key Skills Progression 
	Age Band
	Key Skills
	Learning objectives 
	Adult Role
	Environment and resources 
	Learning approaches 

	9-12 Months
	Crawling
Pincer Grip
Babbling 
Attachment
	Encourage movement 
First words
Object permanence
Secure attachment 
	Model language 
Respond warmly 
Imitate babbles 
	Soft Play areas 
Sensory toys 
Books 
Mirrors 
	Sensory play 
Child led exploration 

	12-18 Months
	Walking
Vocabulary 
Growth 
Scribbling 
Parallel Play
	Support first steps 
Introduce new words 
Develop fine motor control
	Narrate routines
Expand vocabulary 
Scaffold play
	Push/pull toys
Crayons 
Stacking blocks
Musical instruments
	Repetition 
Active Learning 
Explorative play

	18-24 Months
	Running
Two words phrases
Pretend play
Problem solving
	Combine words 
Role play 
Cooperative play 
Early Independence 
	Model sentences 
Encourage pretend play
Name emotions 
	Dress up corner 
Reading nook 
Simple puzzles 
Art supplies 
	Guided play 
Imaginative play 
Peer interaction 
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