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Introduction

Humanities is a valued part of the curriculum, providing a purposeful means for exploring, appreciating and understanding the world in which we live and how it has evolved. Humanities explores the relationship between the Earth and its people through the study of the past, significant events and individuals, place, space and environment. 
Our school policies reflect Hillcrest Early Years Academy commitment to an inclusive, creative and exciting curriculum, based around high quality teaching and learning.
  
Aims
 
The aims of Humanities are:
· To inspire in pupils about the world and its people that will remain with them for the rest of their lives.
· To provide pupils with knowledge about diverse places, people, resources and natural and human environments.
· To develop a growing knowledge about the world to deepen their understanding of the interaction between physical and human processes, and of the formation and use of landscapes and environments.
· To obtain Geographical knowledge, understanding and skills.
· To enable children to learn and explain how the Earth’s features at different scales are shaped, interconnected and change over time.
· To foster an interest in and understanding of the past 
· To enable children to know about significant events in British and world history 
· To develop a sense of chronology 
· To help children understand society and their place within it, so that they develop a sense of their cultural heritage; 
· To develop skills of enquiry, investigation, analysis, evaluation and presentation. 
 
Curriculum
 
Early Years
 
Within the Early Years Foundation Stage, Humanities is included as part of Understanding the World. The children learn to investigate similarities and differences, the local environment and cultures and beliefs, fostering the skills essential to developing historical understanding. This is set out in the early year’s curriculum as children needing to:
· observe, find out about, and identify features in the place they live and the natural world;
· Begin to know about their own cultures and beliefs and those of other people;
· Find out about their environment, and talk about those features they like and dislike.
· Discuss and appreciate a sense of chronology and understand that there were events and time before they were born.
· 

Key Stage 1
 
During Key Stage 1, pupils investigate their local area and a contrasting area in the United Kingdom or abroad, finding out about the environment in both areas and the people who live there. They also begin to learn about the wider world. They carry out geographical enquiry inside and outside the classroom. In doing this, they ask geographical questions about people, places and environments, and use geographical skills and resources, such as maps and photographs. Children will investigate big questions, drawing on knowledge provided by the teacher as well as their own, to consider events and individuals in history. They will not just learn about what happened but try to understand why, and even if it was morally right. It is important to teach the children that as historians we mut think critically about past events and individuals in order to learn from them.
 
Organisation
 
Humanities is taught in blocks which alternate between Geography and History. 
 
Field Work

It is encouraged that teachers plan opportunities to use the school grounds, local environment and going further afield to conduct humanities fieldwork. When sessions lead to leaving the school grounds staff must adhere to the risk assessment. 
 
Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural opportunities
 
Humanities is an excellent vehicle for developing children’s learning in this area. Discussions about the use of the world’s resources and the impact of different events on the lives of local people deepen the children’s ability to understand and empathise with fellow humans across the globe. The opportunities to explore ‘putting yourself in someone else’s shoes’ abound in the study of Humanities and it is embraced during the teaching wherever possible.
 
Role of Co-ordinator
 
The Humanities co-ordinator leads the maintenance and development of the subject. 
They are responsible for assuring quality and standards in the subject by:
 
· Taking the lead in the development, evaluation and amendment of schemes of work as and when necessary.
· Identifying training needs of staff through monitoring and performance management review.
· Acting as a consultant to colleagues on resources, fieldwork possibilities, curriculum changes, classroom teaching ideas.
· Monitoring and evaluating pupils’ work, colleagues’ planning and classroom teaching.

 

Assessment and recording 
During the planning stage clear learning objectives are set and opportunities for assessment are identified. Within the curriculum, details about what children who are working at the expected level for their age range will achieve. Assessments are recorded in line with school policy. Monitoring of Humanities teaching is carried out through lesson observations, learning walks, pupil voice and book looks. These will both focus on coverage of the curriculum and the use of enquiry skills. 
Monitoring and Review 
Monitoring of the standards of children’s work and of the quality of teaching in humanities is the responsibility of the subject leader. The work of the humanities subject leader also involves supporting colleagues in the teaching of humanities, being informed about current developments in the subject, and providing a strategic lead and direction for the subject in the school.

This policy will be reviewed biannually. 
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