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At Hillcrest Early Years Academy, we recognise that children are living within an increasingly technological world and aim to develop confidence and knowledge in this area. Computing skills are taught specifically during computing sessions in Year 2 and through continuous provision in Year 1. Skills are practised in sessions and then applied across the curriculum to enhance other subjects. Alongside computing skills, we regularly revisit internet safety and the importance of why we need to keep ourselves safe of the internet. As children leave our academy, we aim for children to transfer this knowledge and have the confidence to implement these skills in everyday situations.
This policy aims to:
· Ensure a comprehensive and fun computing curriculum is provided for all children regardless of ethnic origin, gender, class, aptitude or disability.
· Meet the national curriculum requirements for Computing.
· Embed Computing in other areas of the children’s learning.
· Provide our children with a fun and enjoyable experience of computing, so that they will develop a deep and lasting interest and may be motivated to use them further.
· Teach children to use technology in imaginative and explorative ways. 
· Ensure that children are aware of the risks when using online resources and how their action can affect others.
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The Senior Leadership Team will:
· Monitor the implementation of this policy.
· Work together with all staff to adapt and enhance the curriculum when required.
The Subject Lead will:
· Plan, create and update the Computing scheme of learning.
· Support teachers with planning and use of resources.
· Regularly observe and ensure that computing skills are implemented throughout the school.
· Undertake relevant CPD and training to keep methods up to date and maintain standards.
Teachers will:
· Utilise long term plans to deliver engaging and high-quality learning.
· Differentiate lessons/opportunities as needed to meet the needs of all children.
· Follow relevant policies, including the E-Safety policy.
All staff will:
· Ensure children are using technology safely and appropriately.
· Follow relevant policies, including the E-Safety policy.
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Nursery and Reception (EYFS) 
Though EYFS does not require specific teaching of computing, there will always be opportunities to use technology during continuous provision such as:
· Bee-Bots/Mouse Bots (programmable robots)
· Electronic tablets/iPads
· Interactive whiteboards.

Year One and Two
· Every classroom is equipped with an interactive whiteboard.
· There are 30 iPads available to use within school during lessons.
· There are 30 laptops available to use within school during lessons.
· Every device and computer in the school is linked to the school network, which is carefully monitored.
· Programmable robots.
· Relevant and everyday peripherals (mouse, keyboard)
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· Pupils and teachers are not permitted to use personal memory sticks. This ensures the school network is safe from any potential viruses or malware.
· Only software sourced by the school is permitted to be used.
· Any internet use by children will be carefully and closely monitored.
· Children will be encouraged to use child-friendly search engines when appropriate.
· Children will be taught the rules and to respect technology when using computing resources.
· Our E-safety policy will be followed at all times.
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All children will have access to computing resources and technology- regardless of gender, race, cultural background or physical or sensory disability. Every effort will be made to ensure differentiation and support is provided to any pupil experiencing difficulty when using these devices.
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· Children will never be given the responsibility of plugging in any computing equipment.
· Food and drink will not be consumed near computing equipment.
· Equipment will always be stored safely and securely.
· Children will always be supervised when using any computing equipment.
· The internet will only be used when required and search results will be strictly filtered.
· Staff will ensure all children know these rules and these rules will be regularly embedded.
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· There will be regular opportunities for whole-staff training in Computing.
· Staff INSET days will provide training and opportunities for additional learning.
· Subject lead will undertake CPD in this area when opportunities arise.
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